
 

EME NEWS 9th NOVEMBER 2014 

Good morning to all the listeners, EME and VHF/UHF enthusiasts - this report 
is from the microphone of ZS6OB in Wingate park in Pretoria 
 
Moon conditions during the past week have been good with low sky temperatures. The moon is 6 days from apogee 
and the moon distance is 385.500 km - Degradation is at -4.9 dB - Moonrise today will occur at 19.40 UTC 
Declination is at 18.6 degrees north of the equator - The moon position will continue moving further north 
during the next week 
 
Local operators active during the past week were ZS6WAB, ZS1LS, ZS6BFD and ZS6OB.  
Koos ZS6BFD has received his long awaited 144 MHz QRO amplifier and was still smiling from ear to ear when I saw 
him on Saturday. 
 
Koos decoded a number of other EME stations while trying to get Z21EME in the log, but the Z21EME contact eluded 
him, however like a good VHF operator Koos persevered and eventually completed an aircraft scatter QSO with the 
Z21EME team as local EME conditions were challenging with the narrow angle to the moon and high elevation 
between the stations. 
Koos is horizontally polarised and EME propagation turned to mostly vertical at the time. Koos needed just one more 
report to get the EME QSO in the log but Murphy did not assist this time and faraday just did not want to play along. 
Koos, sometimes it takes many hours and some luck to get the expedition stations in the log - congratulations on 
your perseverance.  
 

Expedition news 
 

 
CHRIS LF  AND LINS RF 
After a very successful week the ZS21EME team closed down station and arrived safely the home at John ZS6JON 
on Friday, after the usual fun and games that expeditions always seem to experience at the border posts when 
travelling with all the antennas and radio equipment. Believe me such a border crossing requires some great 
negotiation, financing and bargaining skills. 
 
 Well done guys and congratulations on a well-run expedition. We extend a special word of thanks to John ZS6JON, 
Paul ZS6NK and Andrew ZS6AVH for their great effort and planning the expedition. You have made our country 
proud. 
 
I believe that the team would have starved if Andrew was not there. Andrew was in charge of the kitchen 



and according to all, did a great job of spoiling the team and kept them well fed on the local cuisine. 
 
PA3CMC Lins and PA2CHR Chris from the Netherlands will be returning home on Monday – we wish you a safe 
journey home. Thank you for your efforts and participation to make a new country available on the air for the EME 
fraternity 
I am sure there are many smiling faces and gratitude from guys all over the world for having a very rare Z21 in the 
log. 
The team has decided to make the two 144 MHz SSPA available for sale to the local guys, why not make use of this 
fantastic opportunity to become the proud owner of one of these great 144 MHz amplifiers. 
 
Contact myself or John ZS6JON. The offer will expire today as LINS and Chris are leaving tomorrow. 
 
Total log of the Z21EME team: 
 
Number of QSO’s completed on the various bands 
144 MHz [345]  
432 MHz [38] 
1296 MHz [28] 
50 MHz [7] 
 
Congratulations team this is a fantastic result and you can be very proud – well done. 
 
To Paul ZS6NK, we all know 6 meter EME is a totally different kettle of fish, particularly away from the home station 
A special word of thanks for your dedication in making a very challenging band available to the friends of the “ Magic 
band ”. Do let the numbers disappoint, you have done a great job. 
 

Local VHF/UHF news  
The SSB 144 MHz group is still very active on 144.300 MHz every Saturday and Sunday morning 
 
This morning the group had the opportunity to have SSB QSO’s with our visitors from the Netherlands, 
Lins PA3CMC and Chris PA2CHR from the shack of Jon ZS6JON. 
 
Yesterday John impressed us all with the lovely lunch that he arranged at the THE GRILL SHOP 
in Noord Heuwel near his QTH. I am sure all enjoyed the get together and the opportunity 
to meet with our friends from the Netherlands. Some did not get the e mails with the information about the lunch 
our apologies – however the news was published on many bulletins and in many of the Sunday EME news bulletins. 
  

SIX Meter news: 
 
Paul Z21EME and Pine ZS6OB completed a meteor scatter QSO on 6 meters 
It was interesting to see that ZS6OB was received every period in Z21 but did not receive any return 
 signals while beaming north. 
 
Eventually after 2 efforts a QSO was successfully completed when ZS6OB turned the antenna south and received the 
signals on backscatter. 
 
There have been TEP openings during the week and extended even as far south as Bloemfontein 

 

As Paul was away on the Z21EME expedition I received no information from him about the 6 meter TEP activity for 
the past week. 
  
I am aware that Bernie ZS4TX and Nico ZS4NS were active - the opening on the 7/11/2014 lasted for many  
hours 
 
If you have any news of interest please send me an e mail with your news and the details 
This bulletin covers VHF/UHF news from all over ZS and is not limited to activity from the ZS6  
area only. 
 
Wish you all a great week see you on the moon  



 
de ZS6OB e mail:  pienaarja@gmail.com - 082 4477 823 
skype: pienaar.jan 
 
Log onto these loggers for more information 
SIX Meters 
www.on4kst.com/chat/start.php 
 
For EME -144, 432 MHz and 1296 MHz 
 
http://hb9q.ch/version2/index.php/loggedin-loggers 
http://jt65.73.ru/ 
http://www.chris.org/cgi-bin/jt65emeA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.chris.org/cgi-bin/jt65emeA

